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tics; and against nearly everyone else whose name was can-
vassed there appeared to be some valid objection*

The situation was becoming precarious when Lord PhiUi-
more, under some pressure, was induced to reconsider his de-
cision to the extent of serving as President for one year, so as
to allow time for the discovery of a more permanent successor.
He soon found that the office was by no means a bed of roses.
Hill too had resigned the secretaryship, and some of the clergy,
taking advantage of the almost simultaneous disappearance of
their two monitors, raised rebellious heads against the new
President. At the end of his year of office Phillimore made it
clear that nothing would induce him to prolong the experi-
ment, and the hunt began all over again.

Lord Hugh Cecil, upon being invited to stand, produced an
apologia which convinced Halifax and Riley that he did not
see eye to eye with them on many important matters; while
Lord Wolmer, upon whom Halifax, some of his old spirit re-
turning in the face of these rebuffs, exercised his utmost arts of
persuasion, similarly begged to be excused. Athelstan Riley
again refused; sundry other eminent persons were weighed and
found wajating; Canon E. G, Wood offered his support to Hill;
Halifax, in despair, talked of winding up the Union; and finally
a measure of unanimity was won from all parties in favour of
Sir Robert Newman.*

Even then the trouble was not over, for Canon Wood and
Canon Macleane suddenly nominated Athelstan Riley in op-
position. He, unaware that Halifax had accepted Sir Robert
Newman's candidature, had at last agreed to stand, provided
that his sponsors published a letter from him making clear the
policy which, if chosen, he proposed to pursue. He then went
abroad, and in his absence his supporters nominated him, with-
out, however, disclosing the letter, Riley returned to find the
*Now Lord Mamheai